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This study wasaimed to know how students’ participation in learning recount text
improved through peer review technique. The study was conducted through Classroom
Action Research which was done in two cycles. The subjects of the research were the
English teacher and 16 students of class X MIPA 1 at MA Al-Ma’arifSintang in academic
year 2017/2018. The writer used observation checklists and field notes as instruments of
data collection. The finding showed that applying Peer Review technique improved
students’ participation from cycle to cyle. In the first cycle, the students actively
participated in learning simple past tense (was/were) in recount text. However, the
students’ participation in the first cycle was not good enough and most of students were
still get low result of participation, the writer conducted the second cycle. In the second
cycle, the students improved their participation in learning regular and irregular verbs. In
conclusion, students’ participation on learning recount text specifically in simple past tense
improved through Peer Review technique.
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INTRODUCTION
Nowadays, English has become more
and more important. Cahyono (2009, p.91),
states that English has become a tool for
international communication in
transportation,commerce, banking, tourism,
process of technology, and scientific research.
Moreover, Crystal (2003, p.3) states that
English has achieved a genuinely global status
since it develops a special role that is
recognized in every country. Therefore
English is considered as a global language
which is spoken by many people all over the
world either as the first, the second language
or as the foreign language.
Realizingthe importance of English
nowadays, Indonesian government
makesEnglish as a foreign language that
becomes a compulsory subject at schools. It
also becomes one of the subjects in National
Test (UN). Students need to understand
spoken and written English tocommunicate
their ideas effectively. In Indonesian
education curriculum, students have to master
the four language skills: listening, speaking,
reading, and writing. Furthermore, referring to
the syllabus of 2013 curriculum, year-10
students at senior high school are required to
learn some kinds of text such as recount,
narrative, and descriptive text.
In the process of learning English as a
foreign language, students tend to be inactive
and do not participate in the classroom. Based
on the writer’s observation in MA Al-Ma’arif
Sintang, the condition was that most of year-
10 students looked to be passive and had low
participation in the English classroom.In
particular, from 16 students there were only 2
students who answered teacher question,
nobody answered the other students question;
there were only 3 students who made
comments and joined discussion.
Furthermore, there were 5 students who paid
attention to teacher’s explanation and
2followed the teacher’s instruction; and there
were 7 students who recognized the other
skills.
Another phenomenon was that most of
students made noises by talking to each
others. Some students at the back seemed to
be sleepy and the others preferred to keep
silent during the teaching and learning
process. Students could not cooperatively
work in group settings as they had low of self-
esteem to deliver and share their ideas and
opinions.Many of them played alone during
discussion session rather than took a part in it.
In other words, they mostly tended to give
their own responsibility to the others and
became passive students.
Considering to the result of the writer’s
observation, it is necessary to have strategies
toovercome students’ problems on
participation in English classroom. One of the
strategies can include the technique used by
the teacher in teaching learning activity.In
other words, it is important to conduct
research in the purpose of solving the
problems related to the students’ low
participation in learning English.In this case,
the writer recommended peer review as a
teaching technique to make students
motivated and participate in the classroom
especially in learning recount text.
Eventhough being participate in the classroom
should be used also for another subjects, the
writer chose recount text since students felt
difficult to learn about simple past tense in
recount text.
The term participation is very important
to focus on since the writer wanted to conduct
research on students’ participation in the
classroom. According to Lee (2005) as cited
in Devi (2008) states that participation
commonly means students speaking in class
which consisted of answering teacher’s or
other students’ question, making comments,
and joining discussions. Students who
participated in those criteria mentioned are
categorized as active students. On the
contrary, students who do not participate are
considered to be passive students. Moreover,
according to Zolten and Long (2006) as cited
in Devi (2008)  paying attention, being on
task, responding to questions, participating in
group discussions, seeking help and making
good use of class time also considered as
classroomparticipation. Similar definition
comes from Vandrick (2000) as cited in Ganji
& Varnosfadrani (2014), the term of
participation defined as speaking in class,
asking and answering questions, making
comments and participating in discussion.In
general, classroom participation required
students to have interaction in the classroom
to indicate that they were learning and paying
attention to the teaching and learning process.
The writer chose to modify the terms of
participation that will be used in this research
based on students’ need and in the purpose of
solving students’ participation problems. The
writer made the indicator of participation
referred to the threeexperts’ opinion about the
term of participation. Hence, this research
defined students’ participation in the
classroom as interacting with others such as
teacher and peers in form of answering
teacher’s or other students’ question, making
comments, and joining discussions by sharing
opinion, thoughts and ideas to each others.
Besides that, it also emphasis students’
attention to the teacher and their peers to
make sure they understand about their
questions and opinions so that they could
express their feeling, ideas and thoughts to
make sure their participation in the classroom.
Peer review is one of a number of
revision and proofreading strategies. This
technique involves sociliciting feedback on
one or more aspects of writing from
classmates or colleagues. Furthermore, Bartels
(2003) states that peer review is also referred
to as peerediting, peer response, peer
evaluation, and peer feedback, in which
students read and provide feedback to each
other's writing. Peer review is anactivity in
process of students’ writing to respond to each
the others writing. In addition, Brown (2000,
p.353) states that “Peer-editing is a true
sharing process.” It means that students are
not only get feedback from their peers, but
also their peers will get feedback as well.In
general, peer review involves students
interaction in learning process. Liu and
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interaction which involves students to
exchange information. In addition, students
have a role and responsibility in commenting
on and critiquing each other’s writing in both
written and oral formats in the process of
writing.
From those above theories, it can be
concluded that peer review is one of teaching
techniques that mostly used in teaching and
learning writing. However in this research, the
term peer review is little bit different from
those theories. The difference is on the way of
doing peer review. Commonly, the review is
focus on students’ writing, but here the review
is about learning simple past tense of recount
text in the form of group work. It was aimed
to be more focused on students’ participation
rather than students’ writing result.
Some researchers had been conducting
research about peer review technique in
teaching and learning process. For example, in
the latest quasi experimental study conducted
bySani(2017) entitled “The Influence of
Using Peer Review Technique towards
Students’ Recount Text Writing Ability at the
Second Semester of the Reguler Eight Grade
of MTs Negeri 2 Bandar Lampung in
2016/2017 Academic Year”, it was found that
there were70.9%students of the reguler eighth
grade did not pass the minimum
achievementcriteria that the teacher expected.
It can be concluded that there is a significant
influence of using peer review technique
towards students’ recount text ability. In the
earlier study conducted by Arifiana (2015)
entitled “Improving Students’ Skill in Writing
Recount Text by Using Peer Review
Technique (A Classroom Action Research of
the Eighth Graders of SMP 4 Batang in the
Academic Year of 2014/2015). The finding
was that students’ perception positively
changed after having the peer review
technique. It means that the use of peer review
technique could ease students’ problem in
writing English text especially recount and
showed significant improvement of the
students’ achievement in writing recount text.
Eventhough there have been previous
studies related to peer review technique, no
research has addressed peer review for
improving students’ participation in learning
recount text. Therefore, the writerwas
interested in conducting a classroom action
research to year-10 students of class MIPA 1
at MA Al-Ma’arif Sintang in academic year
2017/2018. The purpose of applying this
technique was to improved students’
participation on learningrecount text.
METHOD
The form of research that is applied in
this study is Classroom Action Research
(CAR). Classroom action research is researh
which is done by the teacher or other
individuals in the teaching and learning
process in order to solve problems faced by
the students.Cohen et al (2007) assume that
action research is an approach to improve
education by changing it and learning from
the consequences of changes. In the technique
implementation, the writer as collaborator
collaborated with the English teacher as the
teacher who taught students by using Peer
Review technique. This classroom action
research conducted into several cycles model
based on the model of Kemmis and
McTaggart (1988). The model describes the
process of classroom action research as a
series of cycling activities. Each cycle
involves four stages of activities namely
planning, acting, observing and reflecting.
The design is illustrated in the following
figure:
4Figure 1.Classroom Action Research Model
based on Kemmis and McTaggart (1988)
1. Planning: In this stage, the writer and the
teacher planned teaching activity to solve the
problems found after doing classroom
observation. The plan included of arranging
lesson plan, preparing teaching material,
teaching technique and media, and also the
instruments to collect tha data such as
observation checklists table (it used for both
students and teacher) and field notes. In this
part, the writer would be as the collaborator
and the English teacher applied the lesson
plan in the teaching process.
2. Action: In this stage, the English teacher
applied peer review technique to teach simple
past tense in recount texts. The teacher
implemented the technique by followed the
procedure and instructions in the lesson plan.
3. Observation: In observation session, the
collaborator observed the whole process of
learning, students and teacher behavior and
the classroom situation during the lesson. The
collaborator used observation checklist and
field notes to coment anything that occurred
in the classroom from the beginning to the end
of class.
4. Reflection: In this phase, the writer and
the English teacher had discussion to see
whether the process had been done well based
on the procedure or not and to see how well
the students’ progress in learning of each
cycle. From this reflection, the writer gets
some feedback that is important for re-
planning the next actions. It can change a
certain action, add some or more actions in
the purpose of improving the teaching and
learning process. In other words, the writer
could remommend whether she should
conduct the next cycle or not in order to get
the better result.
This study was conducted to the tenth
grade students of MA Al-Ma’arifSintang in
academic year 2017/2018. The participants of
this research were the students of class MIPA
1 which consisted of 16 students; 5 male and
11 female students. In this research, the data
was collected by using qualitative technique.
In analyzing the qualitative data, the writer
describes the data that was taken from
observation checklist table and field notes.
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
Findings
This study was conducted in two cycles.
Based on observation checklist and field notes
taken by collaborator, Peer Review technique
improved students’ participation in the
classroom, especially on learning simple past
tense in recount text. The writer presented the
findings of this classroom action research
which were gained by the result of first cycle
and second cycle. Here is the description of
research findings:
1. Finding from Observation Checklist
and Field Notes in the First Cycle
Based on the result from observation
checklist, the student’s participation on
learning recount text through peer review
technique in the first cycle was not good
enough. From the seven indicators of
participation, most of students were still get
low and very poor result. Particularly, in the
first cycle, from 16 students, averagely
56.25% (9 students) were qualified in the very
poor category (0-49), 31.25% (5 students)
were qualified in the category of poor (50-59),
12.5% (2 students) were qualified in the
category of average to good (60-79), and 0%
(0 students) was qualified in the category of
good to excellent (80-100).Moreover, from
5the field notes taken by collaborator, they
concluded that some students still had less
attention to the teacher’s explanation so that
they could not follow the teacher’s instruction
well. They also still made noises by talking to
each other, busy with their own business, and
some students silent. In discussing and peer
review session, they mostly talked out of topic
in Indonesian language and not all of students
were confident to deliver their ideas. The
students also seemed to be difficult to
understand the whole context of the given
recount text because the limitation of
vocabulary and there is no dictionary in the
class.
The writer and teacher reflected what
had been done in the first cycle by looking at
observation checklist for students and
compared it with the indicator of success.
Referring to the indicator of participation that
the writer made, the result was that from 7
participation criteria, there were only 5
criteria achieved by students and there were
only 2 criteria (making comments and joining
discussion) that still need to be improved. It
means that the writer and the teacher still need
to continue the next cycle in order to get the
better improvement.
2. Finding from Observation Checklist
and Field Notes in the Second Cycle
In this stage, the writer and the teacher
observed the result of planning and acting.
They observed the whole process of teaching
and learning recount text by using peer review
technique in the purpose of improving
students’ participation. By observing the
whole process, they found that most students
actively involved, gave positive response
during action and increased their participation
in class. The students also participated in
group work by discussing and sharing their
ideas to each other members.
In the process of improving students’
participation in learning recount text through
peer review technique, there were many
students got good result. It is reflected by
students’ performance in expressing
themselves in the class. They enjoyed and
participated in group work activity.
Howevermany of them still did not get the
good result because they were still
unconfident to speak and delivered their ideas
during the lesson. However, they mostly could
work together with their group members to
correct their peers’ group work and could
recognize to each other skills by paid attention
to others when they were delivering some
ideas.
Then the writer and the teacher checked
the students’ result by looking at the progress
noted in the observation checklist. They
started to analyze and counted each student
result. The result of each student in the second
cycle was good and increased. They mostly
showed the good improvement although many
of them were still low. Based on the
observation checklist and field notes taken by
collaborator, in the second cycle, from 16
students there were 5 students (31.25%)
categorized as very poor, 2 students (12.5%)
were qualified in the category of poor,
averagely 7 students (43.75) were qualified in
the category of average to good, and 2
students (12.5) were qualified as good to
excellent category. This result means that the
students’ participation on learning recount
text by implementing peer review technique
was improved from cycle 1 to cycle 2. In
addition, from the field notes taken by
collaborator, the writer and teacher concluded
that most students showed the good progress
in classroom. They looked more enthusiastic
in learning rather than in the first cycle. Some
students were more confident to speak and
deliver their argument in discussion and peer
review session by raising their hands when
they were asking questions to the teacher.
Discussion
From the research findings, it can be
seen that the students’ participation on
learning recount text improved through Peer
Review technique from the first cycle to the
last cycle. It proved that the technique that the
teacher used in this study was successful as
experts said in the literature review, for
example, Hyland (2000) argues that Peer
Review encourages students to participate in
the classroom activity and make them less
6passively teacher-dependent. In the process of
applying Peer Review technique to improve
students’ participation, the writer found that
many students were still depended on the
teacher’s correction at the first cycle. It
happened because the students assumed that
teacher is the one who qualified to provide
them with useful comments or feedback.
However, after having practice and doing step
by step of Peer Review technique, the students
cooperatively learned to work in groups. They
also learned to be a good reader and reviewers
by giving constructive feedback such as
comments and suggestions to the other
groups’ work. It made the students became
more responsible to their own work and their
co-partners so that they were involved and
being participated during Peer Review
implementation in the classroom
In the process of cycles for Classroom
Action Research, the research findings
showed that there had been a great
improvement from cycle to cycle. It could be
revealed from theobservation checklist and
field notes.  It was found that the students’
participation on learning recount text
significantly improved through peer review
technique. This study had a similar finding
with the previous research as Arifiana (2015)
who claimed that students’ perception
positively changed after having Peer Review
technique. In this study, for example, the
students mostly did not depend on the
teacher’s feedback and they did not give their
responsibility to the other students after
having Peer Review practice. The students
became more independent to be responsible
readers and reviewers. It means that the
implementation of Peer Review technique
could ease students’ problem in learning
English and showed significant improvement.
Moreover, in the context of answering
teacher and students’ question in learning,
making comments, and joining discussion, it
is in line with the theory of graded and oral
participation. In the graded and oral
participation, students are required to be more
active in speaking and involved in discussion
session rather than the other types of
participation.  However, the evaluation of
student participation should not be only
limited to oral interaction as statement of
Wood (1996, p. 111). The further finding
showed that students were paying attention to
teacher’s explanation, following teacher’s
instruction, and recognizing the other skill by
keep listening carefully when their peers are
delivering ideas. Silence in the classroom can
be also effective in learning because it
provides students with good listening,
thinking and reflecting skills (Jaworski and
Sachdev, 1998). This finding was in line with
the theory of silent or non-oral participation.
Related to silent participation, it might be that
although silent students do not meaningfully
contribute orally to class discussions, they
followed what is going on by producing
embodied actions to show their
reactionstowards surrounding events, or by
providing implicit oral utterances apart from
the ongoing discussion. This finding also
supported by Yang et al. (2006) who argued
that peer review is beneficial to develop
critical thinking, learner autonomy and social
interaction among students.
Ultimately, based on the data analysis,
the writer found that there was an
improvement of students’ participation on
learning recount text. It could be proven by
seeing the process of students during
implementation the technique from cycle 1 to
cycle 2. It was indicated that the students’
performance in cycle 2 was much better than
cycle 1. The finding showed that there was
different result among two cycles after
implementing Peer Review technique.
Although few students still made mistakes and
be passive in learning but it can be accepted
because as the whole process, students
minimized their mistakes in using past tense
form in recount text and they also keep trying
to be participated in classroom.
In conclusion, from the analysis result,
the finding of this classroom action research
shows that students’ participation was getting
better and increased. The students’
participation in learning recount text had
improved through implementation of peer
review technique. This technique helped
students to learn more in group work and
7experience to be more engage and involved in
learning process. They can confidently
express themselves in delivering ideas so that
their participation during learning process
being improved.
Therefore, from the above description, it
could be seen that the students’ problems on
participation had been solved by applying
Peer Review technique during this research.
The improvement indicates that predicated
action hypothesis “The students’ participation
on learning recount text improves through
peer review technique at year-10 students of
class MIPA 1 at MA Al-Ma’arifSintang in
academic year 2017/2018” is accepted.
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION
Conclusion
Referring to the research findings, the
writer drew the conclusion as follows:
Peer review technique improved
students’ participation in classroom. The
students were able to pay attention to
teacher’s explanation so that they could
follow teacher’s instruction well, answering
the teacher and other students’ question about
the topic and making comments in group
work.  They also involved in discussion
session and work together in their group
during learning activity by sharing to each
other ideas in more confidently.
In addition, the students’ knowledge on
learning recount text improved through peer
review technique. In the first cycle, students
improved their knowledge about personal
recount text especially on the use of simple
past tense (was/were) in the lesson of
“Meeting My Idol”. In the second cycle,
students improved their knowledge about
biographical recount text “B.J Habibie” in the
form of using simple past tense (regular,
irregular verbs).
Suggestion
Referring to the findings of research, the
writer would like to offer some suggestions to
improve teaching learning process in the
classroom especially in improving students’
participation on learning recount text, as
follows: 1) In improving students’
participation in learning recount text, peer
review technique is recommended to be
applied in the classroom because it can make
students feel enjoyable and secure to share
ideas with their peers in group works form. 2)
Peer Review technique should be arranged
appropriately based on the students’ needs and
ability before this technique is applied in the
classroom in the purpose of making them to
be participated and be active in sharing ideas
with their peers in groups. 3) The teacher
should use the interesting teaching media such
as picture to encourage students to be more
understood the lesson and more
enthusiastically in applying the peer review
technique. 4) In order to have the better result
in improving students’ participation in
learning recount text through peer review
technique, it would be better for the teacher to
ask students to bring their dictionary, so that
the time will be effectively used in learning
process. 5) For teacher, it is better to give
positive reinforcement or gift for example by
saying “good job” and “well done” whenever
the students have finished their work rather
than ignored them. It is needed in order to
build students’ confidence and encouraged
them in learning process so that they can
confidently work and actively discussing the
material in group and solving their problem
together with their group members. 6)While
the students are discussing and sharing to each
other in groups, the teacher should be a source
for students by giving good response to the
students’ questions related to the topic.
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